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MINISTER BARS DUMPING DUTY ON BLADES 
The Minister for Customs and Excise (Senator Murphy) has 
decided that a dumping duty on imported razor blades is not 
justified. 
"Such a duty would constitute an unwarranted burden on the 
Australian consumer", Senator Murphy said today in releasing a 
Tariff Board report on the dumping of razor blades. 
The Tariff Board report found that blades had been exported 
to Australia at dumped prices and had injured the sole Australian 
manufacturer, Gillette (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
The Minister said that although there was a significant 
volume of premium quality blades exported at dumped prices he 
was not satisfied that these exports had caused "not insubstantial" 
injury to the Australian manufacturer. This condition was required 
by the dumping legislation. 
The Minister added that imported blades had gained an 
increasing share of the Australian market in recent years. 
However, careful examination of all relevant information 
showed that this gain was attributable to a growth in demand for 
private label or "house brand" blades stocked by large supermarkets 
and chain stores. 
There was no evidence that these types of blades had been 
dumped in Australia. 
In such circumstances the imposition of a dumping duty 
was completely unjustified. 
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